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Brahma Deva.    The temple appears to have been 2 to 3 hundred years old.    It
is not known during which period the influence o f their sect spread in these parts.
The answer for this perhaps lies in the fact that predominantly Marwad, Jaipur,
Bikanir, Jyotipur are the abode of Deva Brahma believers; they once migrated to
this area also, but as this happpens to be the land wherein religious rites hold
the most prominent place in men's lives they could not thrive and thus
perished.
The gosai priest living here offers visitors discriminately dried orange
lemon fruit stuffed with different salts, long pepper, and dried ginger. Foodstuffs
here are very healthy and hence visitors usually surfer from indigestion and
fevers. So these digestive medicines like chebolic myrobalan, cummin seed,
long pepper, seeds of bishop's weed are macerated and stuffed in orange lemons
and the fruit dried up. Thus they prepare this fruit here and also import
some from Nepal and they are sold here. It is hearsay here that a needle
pierced in such a medicinal fruit melts away. These medicinal herbs are
plentiful here and they improve the digestive system and loosen the bowels.
If the party of pilgrims attached to a Gayavali is rich there is no
festive occasion than that for the Gayavali. So he accompanies us to every
place where pinda offering ceremonies are performed and receives the worships
offered. People of ordinary means take along with them the priest cshodasi5
and perform the ceremonies. There is a temple of Jagannayakulu in Bodh
Gaya and the garden of the above-mentioned Mahant is also big. Today I
offered Pindas at four different places.
As it will be strainsome to perform rites at two different places on the
same day, on the seventh day we went to a place Brahma Sarassu very
near to Bodh Gaya and performed the Pinda offering ceremony. Then three
Pindas are offered as sacrifice to crow, Yama and Dog at a pavilion nearby
and after visiting the mango tree and worshipping the same I returned to the
lodging.
On the eighth day I went to the place where the eighteen footprint
marks are there near Vishnu Pada and performed Pinda offering ceremonies
eighteen times for each footprint under the same pavilion at different places
and lit the sacred lamp (Nanda Deepa) with ghee and sprinkled milk on each
footprint in adoration to our ancestors. It took the whole day to complete
this work. The chanting of mantras should be addressed to that particular
God of that particular Loka (celestial abode) while offering Pindas at particu-
lar places requesting that the offerings are made for a lasting place for my
ancestors in that particular Loka.
In the same order, on the ninth day after completing Phalguni Sradha,
I offered Pindas at Vishnu Pada. In order to avoid rush o f Pindas on the Vishnu
Pada kingly personages when visit the place for offerings, usually get an order
issued by the Government and prevent others entering the sanctum sanctorum
till they complete their offering ceremonies by keeping guards at the entrance.
I could achieve more than usual respectful attendance at this place with the